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BOX 2029  // 80 NORTH FERRY ROAD  // SHELTER ISLAND, NEW YORK  11964

Dering Harbor Beach is named for Thomas Dering, Manor Proprietor 
from 1752 to 1785 who figured in the Revolutionary War.  In the 1600s, 
European ships anchored off the beach, and row boats ferried supplies to 
and from the Manor’s core.

At 26-acres, the Big Field has offered an agricultural vista for centuries 
and is a remnant of a much larger farm. It was preserved through the sale 
of development rights in 2012, protecting over 83 acres of productive 
farmland including this field and the Old Fields to the south, see 14 below.

Native Manhansett tribespeople maintained a small village on Manhansett 
Neck after Nathaniel Sylvester arrived in 1652 on lands inhabited for 
millennia.  In 2009, Sylvester Manor owner Eben Ostby donated a 
permanent conservation easement on 22 creekfront acres to Peconic 
Land Trust.

The Land Bridge was reconstructed around 1909 on the site of a former 
17th-century tide-powered sawmill spanning a neck of Gardiners Creek. 

Goods brought over in ships from the Netherlands, England and Barbados 
were transferred ashore by rowboat at the Historic Water Landing.  
Grain, barrel staves, salt, meat, and livestock were shipped out around the 
Atlantic, to local ports, the Caribbean, and Europe.

The Engine Barn is home to tractors, chainsaws, mowers, leaf-blowers 
and the like. 

The Furnace House, believed to be an 18th century building, was once 
home to Eben Norton Horsford’s summer chemistry studio. 

The 1737 Manor House was built by Brinley Sylvester (1694-1752) to 
serve as his home and the symbolic center of Shelter Island.  Designed in 
the new Early Georgian style of Newport, Rhode Island, the house 
replaced the original 1652 Manor House, a First Period building with a red 
tile roof.  A Historic Structure Report completed in 2013 confirms that 
beams from the original Manor House were repurposed in the 1737 attic.

The Historic Garden, linked to Brinley Sylvester’s time, features a long 
axial path off the SE corner of the house. The garden was divided into 
sections for fruit trees, vegetables, flowers and shrubs. The original beds 
were redeveloped as tastes and needs changed, most notably by Cornelia 
Horsford and Alice Fiske.  Volunteer efforts to revive the garden are 
underway.

The 18th Century Privy in the garden is a four-seater outhouse with one 
tot-sized training seat. Gardeners may have used "humanure" from the 
privy for compost. 

Tradition has it that Nathaniel and Grizzell Sylvester brought the first 
boxwoods to America.  The Boxwoods on the lawn may be scions of the 
original specimens, and can be traced back at least to the late 18th 
century.

The enormous Copper Beech on the back lawn was a gift to the Manor 
from Asa Gray in the mid-1800s.  Gray, called "the father of American 
botany," wrote the first standard textbook on the subject and introduced 
Darwin's theory of evolution to this nation. Please do not climb on this very 
old and fragile tree.

The 17th-century English maritime Cannon was unearthed by 
landscapers in the 1950s. It was buried, according to legend, to hide the 
manor’s British ties from Dutch soldiers who circled the house in 1674 
during the 3rd Anglo-Dutch War.

The Long Barn and Small Barn contain the Manor’s woodshop, field 
office, tool storage supply depot and storage space. This area has been 
the center of our working farm for over 100 years.

Originally used as a milking parlor for heritage cattle, the Benjamin Glover 
Barn shelters our collection of old farm tools, vehicles, and furniture.

The “Burying Ground of the Colored People of Sylvester Manor since 
1651”, so commemorated in 1884 by the Horsford family, reportedly 
contains the remains of as many as 200 Native Americans and enslaved 
Africans and their descendents.  Sacred ground, the plot is fenced but no 
gravestones exist, and the identities of those buried here are not known. In 
2013, archaeologists conducting ground penetrating radar surveys 
confirmed multiple burials at the site.

The Quaker Cemetery Monument commemorates the role Nathaniel 
Sylvester, one of the earliest Quaker converts, played in sheltering early 
Friends from the Puritan persecutions in the 1650s. Present-day Friends 
now hold Meetings here weekly in spring, summer and fall. The adjacent 
Creek Cottage is a private residence, built in the 1740s to house the 
Island's first minister.

Pepperidge Pond is named for the tall Nyssa Sylvatica trees growing on 
its south bank.

Daffodil Pond is spring-fed and was probably used to water Nathaniel 
Sylvester’s livestock.  Each spring, the south-facing bank sprouts in 
thousands of daffodils.

The 1810 Dominy Windmill was used to grind wheat into flour for over 
100 years.  Built on the North Fork of Long Island, it was brought by barge 
and ox-team to the center of Shelter Island in the mid 1800’s. It was last 
used to grind flour during food shortages in World Wars I and II.

The Windmill Field is home to our market garden.  Over 80 vegetable 
varieties are grown here, and are sold at our farmstand, to restaurants, 
and to our Community Supported Agriculture subscribers, who help fund 
the farm early in the season and share the bounty that unfolds.

The Pine Forest was planted around 1900, at a time when it was believed 
that pines scrubbed the air and were therefore a remedy for tuberculosis.

The Oak Forest, a mixed hardwood forest of mostly second-growth trees, 
is the largest woodland at the Manor and runs from the Quaker Cemetery 
all the way to the Windmill Field. Stands of white and red oaks attracted 
Nathaniel Sylvester to Shelter Island for their utility in crafting the barrels so 
indispensable to his partners in the West Indies, used to ship sugar, rum, 
and molasses.

The 1915 Manor Gates greet visitors from the center of town.  Designed 
in Colonial Revival style by landscape engineer James Greenleaf, they 
provide a grand approach to the winding drive that ends at the front door 
of the Manor House.

The Farmstand was built in 2011 using lightning-struck pines milled on 
the property. Its mortise and tenon timber frame echoes technologies 
employed in the Windmill and Manor House. In 2013, the Farmstand was 
enclosed and expanded in response to growing needs, using trees felled 
by Superstorm Sandy.

Our Greenhouse is a simple way to mitigate our climate in winter and 
spring. We start our seedlings here — over 100,000 per year.

The Watermelon Patch is, we believe, one of the oldest continuously 
cultivated fields at the Manor.  

Work continues in our Oldfields area in an effort to revive historic 
farmland, saving it from the choke of invasive vines. In early 2013, 44 
acres of historic farmland were cleared and are being returned to active 
agriculture, offering exciting new possibilities for pasture restoration, 
cultivation and archaeological study.
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